
Thank you, Randy. Good afternoon and welcome to the webinar. This Informational 

Webinar is for potential Applicants and others interested in the Department of Energy’s 

Deployment of Clean Energy and Energy Efficiency Projects on Indian Lands Funding 

Opportunity Announcement (or FOA), which was issued on July 16, 2014. As Randy said, 

my name is Lizana Pierce and I am the Project Manager for the Tribal Energy Program under 

DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy and have been since its inception 

in 2002.  And, I will be presenting today. 

The intent of this webinar is to cover the basic aspects of the Funding Opportunity 

Announcement and highlighting essential details about the application process, including:

• The types of applications sought;

• Who is eligible to apply;

• Cost share and other requirements;

• What the application needs to contain;

• How to ask questions; and

• How applications will be selected for funding.

Before we begin, I’d like to draw your attention to the email address on the left hand side 

of this cover page. This is the official mailbox to direct all of your questions to during the 

entire FOA process.  Please do not contact EERE individuals directly with questions, 
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including myself, as all questions must be in writing. The reason for only accepting questions 

in writing is to ensure that everyone has the benefit of the response - because if you have a 

question, other potential applicants may as well.  

As we will not have a live Q&A session as part of this webinar, please capture your questions 

as they come up and send them via email to tribal@ee.doe.gov. All questions received at this 

mailbox and the answers will be posted publicly to the Q&A section of the FOA page on the 

EERE Exchange website.  The reason for only accepting questions in writing is to ensure that 

everyone has the benefit of the response - because if you have a question, other potential 

applicants may as well. The official answers to your questions will typically be posted within 

3 business days. Before submitting a question, you may wish to check the FOA Q&A section 

on EERE Exchange to see if your question has already been answered. In submitting a 

question, please be careful not to include any language that might be business sensitive, 

proprietary or confidential. 

Your participation in this webinar is completely voluntary.  There are no particular 

advantages or disadvantages to the Application evaluation process with respect to your 

participation in the webinar today. 

Let’s get started! Next slide please.
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This slide shows the anticipated schedule for the FOA which is also on page 1 of the 

Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) document.  The FOA has already been posted, 

and we are conducting the FOA Informational Webinar now.  Please note that all 

Applications are due on the EERE Exchange website on October 2, 2014 no later than 5:00 

Eastern.  Note that this is 5:00 Eastern so you will need to adjust to your time zone and 

plan accordingly.  Please ensure you begin uploading you application in advance to ensure 

you meet the deadline. 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to submit their Applications at least 48 hours in 

advance of the submission deadline. Under normal conditions (i.e., at least 48 hours in 

advance of the submission deadline), you should allow at least 1 hour to submit an 

Application. Once the Application is submitted in EERE Exchange, you may revise or update 

your Application until the expiration of the deadline.

EERE anticipates notifying Applicants selected for negotiation of award by January 9, 2015 

and making awards by April 30, 2015. 

Randy, next slide please.

2

8/15/2014



READ SLIDE

Next slide please.
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READ SLIDE

Randy, next slide please.
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READ SLIDE

To locate the FOA document, the energy savings template and other forms needed to apply 

to this FOA, search “EERE Exchange” on the Internet and once on Funding Opportunity 

Exchange Page scroll down the table until you find “DE-FOA-0001021“.  Click on it and it will 

take you to the section of the webpage specific to this FOA.  The actual FOA document can 

be found by clicking on “DE-FOA-0001021 Deployment of Clean Energy and Energy 

Efficiency on Indian Lands” under FOA Documents.  Note that depending on the size of your 

computer screen you may need to scroll down.  To locate the Microsoft Excel Energy 

Savings Template and other forms needed to apply to the FOA, scroll down to Required 

Application Documents and click on “View Required Application Documents”.  A list of 

documents with hyper-links will appear.  Clicking on the names of these forms and 

templates will open that document, which can then be saved to your computer so you can 

then fill-out or complete that form or template.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) can be found under that same section of the webpage.  

Remember, you may ned to scroll down a little.  Clicking on “FAQs webpage” will take you 

to the a list of all questions and answers related to this Funding Opportunity 

Announcement (or FOA).  You may wish to check this page periodically as questions and 

answers will continue to be posted throughout the entire time the FOA is open.
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Please be aware that a modification to the FOA was just issued.  The Modification simple 

made some minor corrections, clarified that the minimum clean energy system size can be 

for a single individual clean energy system or the aggregate of multiple clean energy systems, 

and clarified that an eligible combined heat and power system may be fueled by either 

renewable energy or natural gas.  All changes are highlighted in the FOA document as part of 

the Modification, so please review those changes along with the Frequently Asked 

Questions. 

Next slide please.

8/15/2014

5



The agenda for this presentation is as shown.  We’ll go over the FOA description including 

Topic Areas, applications not of interest, general award information, applicant eligibility, 

cost sharing, including how to request a reduction in cost share, the content and form of 

the application, the merit review and selection criteria and process.  We’ll also address 

registration requirements and how to submit an application, and how to submit questions 

to this FOA.  Remember, we will not entertain questions as part of this webinar.  All 

questions must be submitted via email to tribal@ee.doe.gov.  

Additionally, we will also cover how energy savings must be calculated for Topic Area 1, and 

provide a demonstration of the energy savings template provided for calculating the energy 

savings under Topic Area 1.  Note that energy savings calculations are only required under 

Topic Area 1.  No energy calculations are needed for Topic Area 2.  

We encourage you to have a copy of the FOA in front of you for reference as we go through 

the presentation.  The FOA document itself can be found by searching the internet for EERE 

Exchange and once on the EERE Exchange website, scrolling down and clicking on the 

specific FOA number (DE-FOA-0001021).  This will take you to all the FOA information, 

including a hyper-link directly to the FOA document itself.

Next slide please, Randy.
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The FOA Executive Summary included on page 1 of the FOA document includes key 

information on the FOA.  This information is summarized on this and the next two slides.  

We will go over this information as part of the presentation, but is provide here as a 

summary.

READ SLIDE.

7

8/15/2014



We will discuss in detail later in the presentation the eligibility and cost share 

requirements. However, I’ll give you a moment to read through the slide before continuing.

PAUSE.

Next slide please.
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READ FIRST TWO ITEMS.

We will provide a more detailed description of the FOA and the two Topic Areas in 

subsequent slides so I won’t go over the FOA Summary now.

Next slide please.
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READ SLIDE

Randy, next slide.
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It is important to understand definitions to ensure your project fits the requirements of this 

FOA.  So, over the next few slides I’ll define important terms.  

READ SLIDE

Next slide please.
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Renewable energy systems may be proposed under Topic Area 1.a for providing power, 

heating, or cooling on a facility-scale to Tribal buildings or under Topic Area 2 on a 

community-scale.  

For this FOA, “Renewable energy systems” include systems for: (1) electric power 

generation; and/or (2) heating or cooling systems. The FOA further defines renewable 

energy systems as shown here.  Note that for this FOA, ground source heat pumps are not 

defined as a renewable energy system, but rather included under energy efficiency 

measures.  I’ll give you a moment to read those definitions. PAUSE.

Next slide, please Randy.
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As with renewable energy systems, combined heat and power systems may be proposed 

under Topic Area 1.a to provide heat and power on a facility-scale to Tribal buildings or 

under Topic Area 2 on a community-scale. 

I’ll give you a moment to read the definition.  Note that only combined heat and power 

systems fueled by either renewable energy resources or natural gas will be considered. You 

may also find all definitions under Appendix A of the FOA.  PAUSE.

Next slide.
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Under this FOA, Energy Efficiency Measures (EEM) may be proposed only under Topic Area 

1.b. “Deep Energy Retrofit Energy Efficiency Measures”. If submitted under any other Topic 

Area, the Application will be deemed non-responsive and will not be reviewed or 

considered. 

“Energy Efficiency Measures (EEM)” for purposes of this FOA, may include, but are not 

limited to, the items listed on the slide.  As mentioned previously, for this FOA ground 

source heat pumps are not defined as a renewable energy system, but rather included 

under energy efficiency measures.  I’ll give you a moment to read through the list of energy

efficiency measures.  PAUSE.

Next slide please.
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As previous indicated, there are two (2) Topic Areas under this FOA.  One for “facility-scale” 

(Topic Area 1) and one for “Community-Scale Projects (Topic Area 2).  Under Topic Area 1, 

applications may be submitted for clean energy systems (either renewable energy systems 

or combined heat and power systems) on a facility-scale which is Topic Area 1.a; or for 

deep energy retrofit measures (Topic Area 1.b.). We will go over each of these Topic Areas 

in more detail in the upcoming slides.

Next slide, please.
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Again, READ SLIDE

Randy, next slide please.
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It is important to understand definitions to ensure your project fits the requirements of this 

FOA. READ SLIDE

Next slide please.
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READ SLIDE. Note that the 10kW requirement may be for a single system or the cumulative 

of multiple systems. 

Randy, next slide please.  Thanks.
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READ SLIDE BULLETS

Next slide.
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Under Topic Area 1.a. (Clean Energy Systems), the 15% displacement of an existing energy 

source must be based on the actual annual consumption of that energy source(s) in the 

building or buildings during the prior year (12 months) as evidenced by utility bills. Utility 

bills may include electric utility bills, fuel purchase invoices, or other comparable 

documentation for the energy source or sources to be displaced, and you will be required 

to provide those utility bills as part of your application. 

Next slide please.
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READ SLIDE BULLET. As previously stated, energy efficiency measures are only eligible 

under Topic Area 1.b.

Next slide, Randy.  Thank you.
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Please note that if you are selected for an award, you will ned to verify the actual annual 

displacement of the energy source after installation.  As such, the project period will need 

to include sufficient time for this verification period. READ SECOND BULLET

As part of this webinar, we will describe the methodology for calculating the energy saved 

and will also provide a demonstration of the template.

Remember that if you are proposing to install clean energy systems for an existing building 

or buildings, utility bills (such as electric utility bills, fuel purchase invoices, or other 

comparable documentation for the energy source to be displaced) must be provided as 

part of your Application.  And if the building or buildings are being constructed or will be 

constructed during the project period, the annual energy use must be projected and those 

projections provided as part of your Application.

Next slide, please.
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Under Topic Area 1.b. READ 2nd and 3rd PARAGRAPH.

Randy, next slide please.
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Under Topic Area 1.b. READ BULLET.  This is different than Topic Area 1.a. where only the 

energy source or sources being displaced are used to calculate the amount of energy 

saved.  Whereas under this Topic Area (Topic Area 1.b.), all energy sources used in a 

building or buildings must be used to calculate the energy saved.

Randy, next slide please.  Thanks.
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Under Topic Area 1.b. READ BULLET. Note that the 10kW requirement may be for a single 

system or the cumulative of multiple systems.

Randy, next slide please.  Thanks.
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Under Topic Area 1.b. “deep energy retrofit” measures, READ BULLETS

Next slide.
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For existing Tribally-owned or controlled buildings proposed under Topic Area 1.b., the 

percent of energy savings must be based on the actual annual consumption of all energy 

sources used during the prior year (12 months of data) as evidenced by utility bills.  And 

those utility bills provided as part of your application. 

Next slide please.
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For buildings being constructed or to be constructed during the project period, the 

reduction in the total of all energy used, must be based on the projected annual energy use 

and those projections supplied as part of the Application. 

Next slide, Randy.  Thank you.
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Under Topic Area 1.b, READ SLIDE

Stay tuned for a demonstration of the Microsoft Excel template by Dan Olis and Caleb 

Rockenbaugh, both of DOE’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory.  They will demonstrate 

how to use the Energy Saved Template provided to help you calculate energy displacement 

for Topic Area 1.a or the total of all energy saved for Topic Area 1.b.  In preparation you 

may wish to download the  

Template from EERE Exchange.  

To locate a copy of the Template, search “EERE Exchange” on the Internet and once on 

Funding Opportunity Exchange Page scroll down the table until you find “DE-FOA-

0001021“.  Click on it and it will take you to the section of the webpage specific to this FOA.  

Note that depending on the size of your computer screen you may need to scroll down.  To 

locate the Microsoft Excel Energy Savings Template scroll down to Required Application 

Documents and click on “View Required Application Documents” and a list of documents 

with hyper-links will appear.  For the Template, click on “Energy Saved Template - DE-FOA-

0001021“.

Next slide, please.
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Now on to Topic Area 2, Community-Scale Clean Energy Systems.  READ SLIDE

Randy, next slide please.
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Under Topic Area 2, READ BULLETS. Note that the 50kW requirement may be for a single 

system or the cumulative of multiple systems.

Randy, next slide please.
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READ SLIDE

Randy, next slide please.

32

8/15/2014



READ SLIDE.  That’s a mouthful.  To re-phrase, the cost of constructing a building or 

buildings is not eligible, only the costs associated with the clean energy system or energy 

efficiency measures will be considered.
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Because this may be a little confusing, I’ll read the slide and then try to clarify.  READ SLIDE. 

To clarify, per FOA Q&A #9 posted on EERE Exchange: “[T]he intent of Topic Areas 1.a. and 2 

is for the installation of clean energy systems; however, any irreversible actions including 

the purchase and installation of a solar system, begun before being selected for funding or 

before receiving a DOE Environmental Determination are “not of interest” and cannot be 

considered.  Therefore, as long as the project has been selected for funding and DOE has 

made an environmental determination, then the purchase and installation of a solar system 

is allowed.“
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Read Slide
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As discussed in the Executive summary, EERE expects to make approximately $4 to $7 

million of Federal funding available for new awards under this FOA.  The average award 

amount varies by Topic Area as shown. EERE intends to fund grants under this FOA.  The 

period of performance is expected to be 1 to 2 years, but no longer than 3 years including 

the energy savings verification period.  

Next slide please.
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READ BULLETS

Randy, next slide, please.
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The definition of “Indian Tribe” is as shown.  PAUSE.  Note that “Indian Tribe” for purposes 

of this FOA includes any Alaska Native village, regional corporation, or village corporation.  

And, “Indian Tribe” (including Alaska Native villages, but not regional or village 

corporations) must be Federally recognized as listed in the Indian Entities Recognized and 

Eligible to Receive Services from the United States Bureau of Indian Affairs dated January 

29, 2014.  You may also find these definitions under Section III.A. of the FOA itself which 

begins on page 11.  

Randy, next slide, please.
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“Tribal Organization,” for purposes of this announcement means any legally established 

organization of an Indian Tribe, which is controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by the 

recognized governing body of that Indian Tribe. Examples of “Tribal Organizations” are 

included under the first bullet. READ REMAINING SLIDE BULLETS.

Randy, next slide, please.
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“Inter-Tribal Organization,” for purposes of this announcement, means any organization 

comprised of two or more Indian Tribes, established under Congressional, State, or Tribal 

law to act on behalf of the participating Indian Tribes. Examples “Inter-Tribal Organizations” 

are included under the first bullet.  Like applications submitted by a “Tribal Organization”, 

applications submitted by an “Inter-Tribal Organization” must also provide evidence of their 

authority to submit an application on behalf of an eligible applicant (Indian Tribe, Tribal 

Energy Resource Development Organization, or Tribal Consortium) . The third bullet 

identifies various types of evidence of the authority to submit an application.  Again, EERE 

will determine the sufficiency of the authorization based on the evidence submitted as part 

of the Application. 

Randy, next slide, please.
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The definitions of Tribal Energy Resource Development Organization and Tribal Consortium 

are included here.  Also, see definitions in Appendix A of the FOA.  I give you a moment to 

read those definitions.  PAUSE

Randy, next slide, please.
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Indian land is as defined in the Energy Policy Act of 2005, including for purposes of this 

FOA, (1) lands held in fee simple (purchased or owned); (2) lands under a long-term Federal 

land lease (at least 20 years); and (3) land that was conveyed to a Native Corporation 

pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act and subsequently conveyed to another 

entity, provided that entity is either a Native village or Tribal governmental entity or the 

land is held, invested, managed for and on behalf of a Native village or Tribal governmental 

entity.

Next slide, please.
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Next, on to cost sharing.  READ SLIDE.
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All cost share must come from non-Federal sources unless otherwise allowed by law.

Included here and in the FOA are a few instances where Federal funds can be used as non-

Federal cost share, including funding under the Indian Self-Determination Act, Tribal self-

governance funding agreements, self-determination contract funding, and compact 

funding.  For more on cost share, see Appendix B of the FOA document. PAUSE.

Next slide please.
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The total budget presented in the application must include both Federal (DOE), and Non-

Federal (cost share) portions, thereby reflecting TOTAL PROJECT COSTS proposed.  All costs 

must be verifiable from the Recipient’s records and be necessary and reasonable for the 

accomplishment of the project.

Next slide, Randy.  Thanks.
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Cost Share must be allowable  and must be 

verifiable at the time of submission of the 

Full Application.  Please refer to this chart 

for your entity’s applicable cost principles.  

It is imperative that you follow the 

applicable cost principles when creating 

your budget for the Full Application.

Next slide please.
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Cost share can be provided in cash or as in-kind 

contributions.  It can be provided by the Prime 

Recipient, subcontractors, or a third party.

The basic definition of in-kind cost share is the 

donation of personnel time, equipment, 

facilities, or other items that an organization 

will contribute to the project.  It can take many 

forms, each of which must be assigned a dollar 

value to be included in the budget.  Some 

examples of in-kind cost share are the donation 
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of work hours, facility use, and equipment use.

Next slide.
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Be aware that there are items that are considered unallowable cost share.  If a cost is 

considered unallowable, it cannot be counted as cost share.  This slide provides some 

examples of cost share that is unallowable.  

PAUSE

Randy, next slide please.
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Cost Share must be provided on an invoice-by-invoice basis, unless a waiver is requested 

and approved by the DOE Contracting Officer. PAUSE

Next slide, please.  Thank you.
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READ SLIDE.

Next slide.
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READ SLIDE

Next slide please.
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This slide and Section III.B.7 of the FOA (pages 17-18) identifies the content of a cost share 

reduction request.  I’ll give you a moment to read through the slide. PAUSE 

Randy, next slide please.  Thank you.
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Next on to the Content and Format of a Full Application.

The Full Application includes an:

1) Application for Federal Assistance (Form SF-424): The formal application form 

signed by the authorized representative of the applicant. Includes cost share 

amounts and Federal certifications and assurances. All forms can be obtained 

form the EERE Exchange webpage (search EERE Exchange and once on the 

Funding Opportunity Exchange page, scroll down the list to DE-FOA-0001021.  

By clicking on the FOA number will take you to the section of the page for this 

FOA.  The “FOA Documents” section includes a link to the actual FOA document 

and clicking on “View Required Application Documents” under the “Required 

Application Documents” section produces a list of the FOA forms and 

documents from which those documents can be downloaded and completed 

for submitting with your application. 

2) Summary for Public Release: Applicants must provide a 1 page summary of their 

proposed project for public release.

3) Summary Slide: A single PowerPoint slide that provides quick facts about the 

proposed project. Slide content requirements are provided in the FOA.
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4) Technical Volume: The Key submission describing the proposed project and  

addressing the Merit Review Criteria.  The technical volume must not exceed 15 

pages as EERE will only review the first 15 pages.  See the Table on pages 24-29 of 

the FOA for specific content.  However, briefly, the Technical Volume needs to include 

a project description, relevant background, must demonstrate the technical and 

economic viability of the proposed project, describe and quantify the outcomes, 

specifically the energy saved, and identify the roles, responsibilities, resources, and 

capabilities of the applicant and project team.  

Additionally, the Technical Volume must address commitments  and cost sharing by 

the applicant and project team members.  The actual commitments, including 

a) an executed Tribal Council Resolution by each participating Indian Tribe, 

b) a declaration (or resolution) from each Tribal Energy Resource 

Development Organization or Tribal Consortium, 

c) and a letter of commitment from all other project participants, need to be 

submitted as an Attached to our application. 

See pages 33 and 34 of the FOA for the content of those commitments. Be aware 

that the executed Tribal Council Resolution(s), declarations (or resolutions) and 

letters of commitment must be specific to this Funding Opportunity 

Announcement and include a statement of the level and type of cost share 

commitments. Failure to submit the appropriate Tribal Council Resolution(s), 

declarations (or resolutions) and letters of commitment with your Application may 

result in your Application not being reviewed or considered.

5) Workplan: The Workplan should describe the work to be accomplished and how 

the Applicant will achieve the milestones, including project milestones, Go/No Go 

Decision points (at least one is required), and a schedule.  The Workplan must not 

exceed 5 pages as only the first 5 pages will be reviewed.  See pages 29-30 of the 

FOA and Appendix D for specific content of the Workplan.  Appendix  D includes the 

format for the Workplan.  

6) Budget (Form SF-424A) & Budget Justification (Form EERE 159): The Budget and 

Budget justification must include both the funds requested from EERE as well as cost 

share. Supplemental budget information such as a copy of your indirect Rate 

Agreement, vendor quotes, or other information may be included as an Attachment. 

Remember all forms can be obtained from the EERE Exchange website.

7) Administrative Documents: Include a Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (Form SF-

LLL) and if applicable, a request to waive the Performance of Work in the United 

States requirement. Waiver Request for Performance of Work in the United States. All 
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work under EERE funding agreements must be performed in the United States. This 

requirement does not apply to the purchase of supplies and equipment, so a waiver 

is not required for foreign purchases of these items. However, the Prime Recipient 

should make every effort to purchase supplies and equipment within the United 

States. Remember, the disclosure of lobbying activities is a required form for all 

applicants.

Please use the table on pages 21-22 of the FOA document as a checklist for ensuring 

your application includes the required content. 

Next slide please, Randy.
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This slide summaries the elements of an application and is included on pages 21-22 of the 

FOA document.  We discussed items 1-5 on the last slide, all of which are required 

elements of your application.  Items 6-15 are various attachments and will be discussed on 

the next slide.  Items #16 and #17 are the required Budget Justification Forms (Form EERE 

159).  A budget Justification form (Form EERE 159) must be provided for the applicant (Item 

#16 on the slide) and any subawards (Item #17) as follows. Applicants must provide a 

separate budget justification, Form EERE 159 for each subawardee (i.e., subrecipient or 

subcontractor), excluding vendors, that is expected to perform work estimated to be more 

than $250,000 or 25 percent of the total work effort (whichever is less). Remember, the 

budget Justification must address both the funds being requested from EERE, as well as 

those proposed as cost share. Budget support may also be provided as an attachment (Item 

#18).  Items #19 and #20 will be discussed on an upcoming slide.  We covered Items #21 

and #22 on the last slide. 

Next slide, please.
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Items #6 through 15 are Attachments to your application. Note: During the submittal of 

your Application in EERE Exchange, files are denoted as “Required” or “Optional”. Files 

designated as “Optional” in this table, and in EERE Exchange may be necessary to complete 

your Application and to fully address the merit review criteria. 

The Optional Attachments, may in fact be necessary to complete your application, and 

include:

1) the Site and Resources Maps and Graphics (Item #6).  This Attachment may be used to 

supply any graphics to supplement the Technical Volume including maps, photographs, 

or other visuals of the project location or building(s) affected by the proposed project. 

Evidence of the renewable energy resource (if applicable) including resource maps and 

quantitative resource data should also be included under this file. Evidence of an 

available and sustainable renewable resource may be in the form of a previously 

completed feasibility study and any supplemental information or the study may be 

included here.    

2) The Design and Engineering File (Item #10) is an Attachment for copies of any hardware 

performance specifications, warranties, engineering drawings, and any other design or 

engineering data to supplement the Technical Volume. 

3) Any supplemental data to support the economic analysis including financial pro-forma 

calculations or cash flow analyses may be included in the Economics File attachment 

(Item #11 in the Table).
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4) The Agreements file (Item #13) allows you to supplement the Technical Volume with 

evidence of any business agreements between the Applicant and participants, including 

consultants, contractors, or vendors, and any other agreements, such as interconnection, 

net metering, lease agreements, and biomass supply agreements, if applicable. 

5) The Subcontract Plan File (Item #14) is required if project participants (i.e., consultants, 

contractors, or vendors) have not been identified.  The plan should include a description 

of the selection process to be employed, statement of work, and criteria to be used for 

selection.  The Subcontract Plan may be supplemented by excerpts of the Applicant’s 

procurement policy and procedures document. 

The following attachments are only required for Topic Area 1:

1) The Energy Savings Calculations File (#7 in the table).  As previously indicated, the 

methodology included in appendix C must be used to calculate the energy displacement 

for Topic Area #1.a. (Clean Energy Systems) and the reduction in the total of all energy 

and fuel used for Topic Area 1.b. (“Deep Energy Retrofit” Energy Efficiency Measures).  

Remember, that we have provided a Microsoft Excel Template to assist you in those 

calculations and a demonstration will follow my presentation.

2) The Energy Use File (Item #8) is required for Topic Area 1 (Tribal Building Clean Energy 

and Energy Efficiency Retrofits) and should include a summary of the energy used by 

month for the past 12 months for each building affected, and evidence of the actual prior 

year consumption data (amount and cost). Evidence may include utility bills, fuel 

purchase invoices, or other comparable documentation. For affected buildings being 

constructed, or to be constructed during the project period, supply the methodology, 

calculations, and assumptions used to project the annual energy use. 

3) If Deep Energy Retrofits are being proposed under Topic Area 1.b., energy audits are 

required for each existing building affected and those reports must be provided as part of 

the Application. Those should be included as an Attachment (see #9 in the table).

We’ve already discussed Statement of Commitment and Cost Sharing.  For more, see page 32 

of the FOA document.

Resume are required for each key person proposed (Tribal representative or staff, consultant, 

or contractor) as part of the project.  A key person is any individual who contributes in a 

substantive, measurable way to the execution of the project. Each resume must not exceed 

2 pages. Save all resumes in a single file for uploading with your application.

Next slide, please Randy.
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If a reduction in the cost share from 50% is being requested, a Cost Share Reduction 

Request file must be submitted with your application.  The cost share reduction request 

must specify the percentage of allowable project costs proposed as cost share (no less than 

10%) and include justification and evidence of the applicant’s inability to meet a 50% cost 

share.  An Applicant’s cost share reduction request must address all factors and provide all 

information identified in Section III.B.7 of the FOA, Cost Share Reduction Request. If the 

cost share reduction request does not address all the factors or provide the information 

needed to make a determination, the request will not be considered.  The reduction 

request must be signed by an authorized representative of the Applicant. 

Financial Statements for the applicant are required if a cost share reduction is being 

requested. The financial statements should include a balance sheet, statement of income 

and retained earnings or statement of activities (listing income and expenses), and cash 

flows.  If the requisite financial statements are not submitted, the Applicant will not be 

considered for a cost share reduction. 

Again, please refer to pages 21 and 22 of the FOA document and use this table to ensure 

you have all completed applicable elements of your application.

Next slide, please.
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As we previously pointed out, applicants must submit full applications by October 02, 2014 

at 5:00 PM Eastern Time.  EERE will conduct an eligibility review, and full application will be 

deemed eligible if:

1) The Applicant is an eligible entity.  Refer to Section III.A of FOA (Pages 11-13).  

Specifically, eligibility for award under this Funding Opportunity Announcement is 

restricted to: (1) an Indian Tribe; (2) Tribal Energy Resource Development Organization; or 

(3) Tribal Consortium; and on whose (4) Indian Lands the project(s) will be located.;

2) The Cost Share requirement per Section III.B of FOA is satisfied. The required cost share 

must be at least 50% (100% match against EERE funds) of the total allowable costs of the 

project, unless an Applicant request for reduced cost share is received and approved by 

EERE (see Cost Share Reduction Request in Section III. B.7 of the FOA document, pages 17-

18);

3) The Full Application is compliant Section III.C of FOA.  Specifically, the Applications are 

deemed compliant if: (1) The Application complies with the content and form requirements 

in Section IV.C of the FOA; and (2) The Applicant successfully uploaded all required 

documents and clicked the “Submit” button in EERE Exchange by the deadline stated in the 

FOA.;
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4) The proposed project is responsive to the FOA Section III.D of FOA (Page 18).  Specifically, 

any “Applications Specifically Not of Interest,” as described in Section I.C of the FOA (Page 9), 

are deemed nonresponsive and are not reviewed or considered.; 

And

5) The Full Application meets any other eligibility requirements listed in Section III of the 

FOA.

Please be aware that EERE will not make eligibility determinations. The decision whether to 

submit an Application in response to this FOA lies solely with the Applicant.

Next slide, please.
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READ SLIDE

Next slide.
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READ SLIDE

Next.
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Applications will be evaluated against the following merit review criteria.  The goals and 

objectives (Criteria 1), including clarity and completeness, the extent to which the 

proposed project provides economic and environmental benefits, and the soundness of the 

discussion that justifies the need for and impacts of EERE funding. 

Next slide please.
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Criterion 2 or the Project Description and Outcomes is weighted at 40% with each sub-

criteria weighted as shown. PAUSE.

Next slide.
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In addition to sub-criteria on the previous slide, “Project Description and Outcomes” also 

includes the amount of potential energy generation or savings.  Criterion 3 (the Workplan) 

is weighted at 20% and will be review based on the sub-criteria shown.  Remember, 

Appendix D includes the Workplan content and format.

Next slide, please Randy.  Thank you.
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Criterion 4 is weighted at 30% and includes the soundness of the project management 

concept and the level of commitment.  Note that the level of commitment includes the 

level of involvement and the amount of cost sharing.
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READ SLIDE
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After the Merit Review process, the Selection Official may consider program policy factors 

to come to a final selection decision.  The Program Policy Factors are included here and on 

page 41 and 42 of the FOA.

Next slide please.
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There are several one-time actions before submitting an application in response to this 

FOA, and it is vital that applicants address these items as soon as possible. Some may take 

several weeks, and failure to complete them could interfere with an applicant’s ability to 

apply to this FOA, or to meet the negotiation deadlines and receive an award if the 

application is selected. 

DUNS Number

Obtain a Dun and Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number.

SAM (System for Award Management)

Register with the System for Award Management system. Designating an Electronic 

Business Point of Contact (EBiz POC) and obtaining a special password called an MPIN are 

important steps in SAM registration. Please update your SAM registration annually.

FedConnect

Register in FedConnect. To create an organization account, your organization’s SAM MPIN is 

required.   For more information about the SAM MPIN or other registration requirements, 

review the FedConnect Ready, Set, Go! Guide at the FedConnect site.
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Grants.gov

Register in Grants.gov to receive automatic updates when Amendments to this FOA are 

posted.  However, please note that Full Applications will not be accepted through Grants.gov. 

Next slide, please.
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All required submissions must come through EERE Exchange.  EERE will not review or 

consider applications submitted through any other means.

Please see the User’s Guide for Applying to the Department of Energy EERE Funding 

Opportunity Announcements found on EERE Exchange under “Manuals”.  It is a step-by-step 

guide including screen shots on how to register and how to submit an application into EERE 

Exchange.  Please note that for this FOA, there are no pre-application documents such as 

concept papers or letters of intent.  Nor will you be able to reply to reviewer comments as 

reviewer comments will not be provided to applicants until after selections have been 

made. So, please disregard those sections of the EERRE Exchange User’s Guide.

Next slide, please Randy.
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Key Submission Points.  Please READ SLIDE

Next slide.
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READ SLIDE

Next slide.
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READ SLIDE

Next.  Thanks, Randy.
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READ SLIDE.  And now I am going to turn the presentation over to Dan Olis and Caleb 

Rockenbaugh.  Both Dan and Caleb work at DOE’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory 

(NREL), under NREL’s analysis group.  They are going to describe the methodology 

documented in Appendix C of the FOA, and demonstrate how to use the Energy Saved 

Template provided to help you calculate the energy displacement for Topic Area 1.a or the 

total of all energy saved for Topic Area 1.b. Remember, these calculations are only required 

for Topic Area 1, not Topic Area 2 (Community-Scale Clean Energy Deployment).  

For those of you who may not be staying for this part of the webinar, I want to thank you 

for your interest and your attention.  Hopefully, we’ve answered some of your questions 

and provided an overview of the FOA and the process.  However, if you have any questions, 

please send us an email at tribal@ee.doe.gov.  We look forward to seeing all your project 

ideas and hopefully working with you in the future. Thank you.

Randy, next slide, please.  I am now turning the presentation over to Dan Olis who will 

present the methodology from Appendix C of the FOA, followed by Caleb who will 

demonstrate the Excel Energy Savings Template.  Dan……..
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Thank you, Lizana.  First we are going to discuss the methodology in Appendix C of the FOA 

and then demo the Template.

Note that these calculations are only required for Topic Area 1, not Topic Area 2 

(Community-Scale Clean Energy Deployment). No calculations are required for Topic Area 

2. 

READ SLIDE

Next slide.
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Shown here and as Table 1 in Appendix C of the FOA are the conversion factors that must

be used in your calculations. The common conversion factors (multipliers in Table 1) not 

only convert energy values to a common unit (kBtu), but also account for the effects of 

inefficiencies in energy conversion and distribution by converting site energy to source 

energy.

Source energy is the most equitable unit of evaluation, and enables assessment of energy 

efficiency. Source energy traces the heat and electricity requirements of the building back 

to the raw fuel input, thereby accounting for any losses and enabling a complete 

thermodynamic assessment. For more, see the Energy Protection Agency (EPA) Energy Star 

website or Portfolio Manager Technical Reference on Source Energy.

These conversion factors are built into the Energy Savings Template and can be found in 

Appendix C of the FOA.

Next slide please.
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READ SLIDE.

So for Topic Area 1.a., the calculation requires you to identify and quantify only the 

baseline and energy savings that the Clean Energy System will displace. For example, if you 

are proposing to install a photovoltaic system on a building, then the displaced energy will 

be electricity. You don’t have to include other energy types like natural gas or diesel fuel 

that the building might consume.

However, for Topic Area 1.b., Deep Energy Retrofit Energy Efficiency Measures, the project 

needs to displace 20% of all building energy. So you need to identify all electricity, fuels, 

and other possible energy sources consumed by the building. If you are proposing an 

energy efficiency project that only saves natural gas, for example, you still need to include 

electricity plus any other energy sources in your baseline energy total.

Next.
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READ SLIDE 
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READ ASSUMPTIONS 1 AND 2.  Meaning that for renewable energy fuels (such as biomass 

for example) that might be consumed by the proposed project do not count in the “Energy 

Usage Projected After Project” total in the energy savings equation.  All fuel is displaced 

(100%).

READ ASSUMPTION 3.

Next slide please.

76

8/15/2014



Appendix C of the FOA contains 6 step-by-step examples which address a variety of 

situations.  We will go over Example #1 here which is also exemplified on the Energy 

Savings Template.  You may want to follow along in Appendix C.  READ SLIDE

For those of you who may be following along in the FOA document, the title of Example 1 

on page 72 is in error and should read “Renewable Power and Heating Systems” using a 

photovoltaic (solar electric) and biomass boiler systems.

Next slide please.
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READ SLIDE

In this example, since the respondent is proposing a photovoltaic electric system and a 

biomass heating system, the baseline electricity and natural gas must both be used in the 

energy savings calculation. Under Topic Area 1.a, the project needs to save at least 15% of 

the total of both electricity and natural gas, after converted to common units of kBtu.

Next slide please.
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READ SLIDE

Note: The requirement under Topic Area 1.a. is the displacement of energy; therefore, only

the energy sources being displaced are included in the calculation.  Since the fuel oil used is 

not being affected, it is not considered in the calculation.

Next slide please.
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For Step #4, READ SLIDE

Next slide please.
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For Step #5, READ SLIDE

Next slide please.
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For Step #6, READ SLIDE

Next slide please.
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READ SLIDE

Ahead of the “live demonstration”, we’ll be looking at each tab of the template. The tabs 

are located at the bottom of the Microsoft Excel template. Clicking on these tabs will take 

you to the information contained in each one. As we will discuss, some information in 

these tabs can be altered while others are “locked” for editing.

Thank you for your attention.  I will now turn the presentation over to Caleb Rockenbaugh.  

Caleb…………..
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Shown here is a screen image of Tab1, labeled “Appendix C-Instructions”. This tab provides 

an overview of the information contained in Appendix C of the FOA and is summarized here 

for reference. As shown, this tab provides the equation for energy use savings, the 

methodology for calculating the energy savings for your proposed project, the fuel 

conversion factors for various fuels, and assumptions used. The conversion factors are 

embedded into the template and will be calculated automatically based on the information 

provided. We’ll see this during the live demonstration in just a moment.

Please note that the images shown are provided as a reference only; that they’re not 

perfectly clear is OK.

Next slide, please.
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Shown here is a screen image of Tab2, labeled “Example Form Inputs”. Along with specific 

instructions to be used on the “Form Inputs” tab, this tab shows the inputs for Example 1.a. 

As we’ll discuss in more detail later, this tab provides instructions related to (5) general 

areas:

1) FOA Being Applied for

2) Building/Facility Info and Energy Source Identification

3) Monthly Energy Source Information

4) Monthly Energy Use Information

5) Project Summary and Additional Info

Next slide, please.
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Shown here is a screen image of Tab3, labeled “Appendix C-Example 1a”. This tab reflects 

the results of the inputs from the previous tab where the utility and project information 

were entered. As shown, this tab not only provides a summary of the information provided 

in Tab2, but also calculates the energy savings and provides you with feedback of energy 

use and savings, equipment capacities as well as feedback on whether the project passes 

the initial screening.

Next slide, please.
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Shown here is an screen image of Tab4, labeled “Form Inputs”. This form is to be used for 

inputting facility and project information related to your specific project. Note that this is a 

blank of the form shown in Tab2: “Example Form Inputs” and will be used for inputting your 

data.  This is the only tab that you will need to actually input data.  The other 4 tabs are 

instructions, examples, and results and do not require any data input.

Next slide, please.
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Shown here is an screen image of Tab5, labeled “Energy Savings Results”. As demonstrated 

in Tab3: “Appendix C-Example 1a”, this tab provides a summary of the information provided 

in Tab4:”Form Inputs” and provides the you with feedback on your project’s energy use, 

projected energy savings, as well as whether your project meets the requirements of the 

FOA. No input is required on this tab.  All cells are locked.

Note that this information is provided for the applicant’s benefit. All FOA applications will 

be reviewed independent of the feedback provided on the spreadsheet.

And let’s move to the next slide…
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READ SLIDE

DO DEMONSTRATION.

I hope this helps you using the template and calculating the energy savings.  I will now turn 

the mic over to Lizana for the closing.  
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Thanks Dan and Caleb.  Hopefully that will help you use the template and employ the 

methodology in calculating energy savings under Topic Area 1.

Wow……a lot of information.  I want to thank Dan, Caleb, and Randy for helping me present 

this information and to thank each of you for your interest and for joining us today.

A few final comments.  READ SLIDE BEGINNING WITH 2ND BULLET

You may also wish to subscribe to the Tribal Energy Program’s email list for any information 

on this funding opportunity, funding opportunities through other agencies, training 

opportunities, webinars, and other upcoming events.  For more on the program and 

previously funded tribal energy projects, see “Projects” on our website at 

www.eere.energy.gov/tribalenergy.  Also, see “Related Funding Opportunities” on our 

website for funding opportunities through other agencies.

These slides and an audio recording of this webinar will be posted on the Tribal Energy 

Program website.  You will be notified when this material is available.  Please consider 

joining us for other webinars in our 2014 Tribal Renewable Energy series.  If interested, see 

our website at www.eere.energy.gov/tribalenergy for the webinar schedule and how to 

register.
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Remember to send any questions regarding the Funding Opportunity Announcement to 

tribal@ee.doe.gov.  Thank you again for your attention and have a wonderful afternoon. This 

concludes today’s webinar.  Goodbye.
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